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| am glad to be here. Spring was a push. Jimmy called it schizophrenic. There is no other group of coworker
that | would want to go into this kind of year with. Thanks for trusting us this spring.

We have been selling seed for over twenty years. We have worked with Dekalb and Asgrow now for 15
years. They have consistently had solid genetics and very solid traits. With all seed there is nature involved.
Asgrow and Dekalb have also stood behind their seed.

In the last couple of years, we have also started working with Croplan. They have the most extensive test
plot system in the industry. Their Answer Plots are great places to learn more about agronomy. We are excitec
to have the opportunity to take folks to the Answer Plots and show what is happening. | guarantee you will
learn something. Watch for invitations in the haystack, the mail, and through your agronomy person.

We had plenty of moisture this spring, so why do we need to talk about it again? Well, we are in South Dako-
ta, and | bet at some point the pivots will get used We are once again offering to place moisture sensors out in
your field. The sensor collects moisture data 24/7. We send our reports to customers two times a week. Itis a
great tool to help manage the water. Over the years, we have seen that folks have a tendency to over water.
Well, you paid for the thing, you might as well use it, right? | understand, but that can cause some problems.

~Way too much water will make lazy roots. If the corn is getting water every couple of days the roots will
not grow down. The plant can blow over in the wind. And you will not get to utilize nutrients deep in the soil.
Properly managed corn roots will easily pull water from three or four feet down. This enables the plant to get at
more nutrients. It is also good for the soil to have living roots down that deep.

~Secondly, irrigation water is not like rain water. Over watering will tighten up the soil over time. Now we
can sell you some gypsum to help fix that, but we would rather not have the problem in the first place. An irri-
gator is a great thing but so is a sledgehammer. But | would not use a sledgehammer to put up a picture. (I
know because | have tried dumb stuff like that.) So do not over water.

Lastly, we have seen bean leaf beetles (on the left) in the volunteer beans. You do not need to worry if you
have fully treated beans. If you do not have insecticide
on your beans, you most likely do not need to worry
much. | have not seen a bean leaf beetle kill a bean
plant, 20% chewed looks a lot worse than it actually is.
Threshold is around 40% munched up (professional
agronomy term). But it can introduce bean pod mottle
virus (picture to the right), that would be the biggest rea-

son to kill them early.

We are also starting to test corn fields for nitrate and tissue sampling for micronutrients. If you have plenty
of nitrogen why add more (We are nice people, but we do not need to sell you something you do not need). On
the other hand, if you are short we do not want to short a crop! Lets get the most out of this year.

The tissue test will help us see how the plant is doing on nutrients. How is the balance of nutrients doing in
the plant?

Lastly, lastly for real thistimeGet your paper work in for the mirr
irrigated and dryland beans and corn. Talk to me or your agronomist here to sign yourself up! It does not cost
anything. 20 acres of corn or soybeans will get you in to the project. You will get a supper next winter to talk
about the results and you may get a fancy trophy for the year. Your spouse would be proud to put it in front of
the front window. Kind of |ike a fancy | amp in t1

is to have some fun and learn something.
1Greg Pirak



