
  August 2016 

THE HAY STACK 

Corn Growth Chart 

ÝPre-Emerge Fertilizer 

ÝStart Early Post Spraying 

ÝMicronutrients 

ÝLast chance 

at V7-V10 

top dress 

ÝVT/RI  Fungicide 

ÝN through the pivot 

 
ÝOrder grid samples 

ÝSpread fall P&K 

ÝBring in Planter 

units 

ÝBring in yield 

data to have 

books made 

ÝDec. Turkey 

Party 

 ÝValley Ag Grower Innovation 

Meeting 

ÝSee what trials made you $ 

ÝPlan for next yearôs trials 

ÝSit down at Valley Ag to make 

variable rate planting plans 

ÝPre-Plant fertilizer 

ÝInstall soil moisture probes 

ÝStarter 

ÝCheck planter insecticide unit 

ÝCheck starter equipment 

 

* Fields that have a long history of pre-emerge chemistry look good. 

* Fields that have not had many pre-emerge products have been challenging 

* The main problems have been marestail, waterhemp, giant rag weed, and lambs quarter 

* Potential palmer amaranth issues?  Looks very similar to waterhemp. 

* Field cultivator escapes are the hardest to control  

* All of our chemistry is labeled for 4ò and smaller weeds.  I have seen waist high giant rag weed that we did 

not kill.  We had good coverage but it does not work. 

* We got spoiled by roundup killing everything!  So we needs the weeds to be smaller than a pop can.  Not a 

screw top, not a kegéof pop or beer.  We may need more beer the larger the weeds get. 

* We have steadily increased our roundup rates from 22 oz per acre to 44 oz per acre.  Where do we go from 

here?  44oz is the highest legal rate.   

* Xtend beans are now labeled as well as Liberty beans.  Each has advantages.  Xtend beans will help 

greatly.  The Xtend system has been tested for the last few years.  It works great on waterhemp under 6 inches 

but poorly on waterhemp over 12 inches. 

* Liberty can work well. But if it had worked wonderfully it would have given roundup a run for its money. 

Weeds that Have Been a Pain this Summer... 



aƛŘǿŜǎǘ aŀǊƪŜǘ {ƻƭǳǝƻƴǎ LƴŎΦ tǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ DǊŀƛƴ κ hƛƭǎŜŜŘ hǳǘƭƻƻƪ 
 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мфǘƘ ƛƴ ¸ŀƴƪǘƻƴΣ {5 ŦƻǊ ŀ DǊŀƛƴκhƛƭǎŜŜŘ ƻǳǘƭƻƻƪ ōȅ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ CŜƭǘŜǎ - 

IŜŀŘ ƻŦ wWh aŀǊƪŜǘ LƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ 

[ƻŎŀǝƻƴΥ .Ŝǎǘ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ YŜƭƭȅ LƴƴΣ ¸ŀƴƪǘƻƴΣ {5 ртлту 
 
/ƘŜŎƪ-Lƴ ммΥлл !a   [ǳƴŎƘ tǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ммΥол !a   aŜŜǝƴƎΥ мнΥлл ta  
 
5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
 

tŜǊǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ƻƴ ¦ǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ /ǊƻǇ wŜǇƻǊǘǎ 
 

нлмс CƻǊŜƛƎƴ tǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ ϧ hǳǘƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ нлмт 
 

нлмсκнлмт ¦{ {ǳǇǇƭȅ ϧ 5ŜƳŀƴŘ - Iŀǎ ¦{5! /ŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ {ƘƻǊǜŀƭƭ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tǊƻπ
ŘǳŎǝƻƴΚ 

 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ƻŦ /Ƙƛƴŀ {ƻȅōŜŀƴκCŜŜŘ DǊŀƛƴ LƳǇƻǊǘǎΥ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ ϧ tǊƛŎŜ LƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ 

 
/ƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ .ǳǊŜŀǳΥ {ǇǳǧŜǊ ƻǊ aƻǊŜ ¦ǇǎƛŘŜΚ 

 
aŀƴŀƎŜŘ CǳƴŘǎΥ tǊŜ-IŀǊǾŜǎǘ aƛƴŘǎŜǘ              

 
нлмс CŀǊƳ tǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΥ 5ǳƳǇ ƻǊ IƻƭŘΚ 

          tƭŜŀǎŜ w{±t ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻŶŎŜ ōȅ !ǳƎ муǘƘ   όслрύ нст-омлл 
 
 



Quilt Xcel 

 

Bean Growth Chart 

 When I was a kid I had a habit of falling off of my bicycle and skinning my knee.  Since my par-

ents were at work I had to clean the scrapes up myself.  So I decided that if I dumped rubbing alcohol 

on my leg any scrubbing I did after that would not feel any worse.  The rubbing alcohol part of this 

year is that grain prices suck.  I am interested in hearing the market analysis at this month's Midwest 

Market Solutions meeting on August 19th.   

 With that said, fertilizer prices have come down considerably.  For years folks have been assuming 

that natural gas is down so nitrogen should go down. Well, the new CF nitrogen expansion in Sioux 

City should fire up in the next few months.  This, combined with other projects, has greatly expanded 

the domestic and world capacity and as a result is bringing prices down.  Nitrogen is in the low to mid 

$.30 range and MAP is less than $21 per 100 pounds.   

 Keep In touch with our agronomy folks to come up with a workable agronomy and economic fall 

fertilizer plan.  Thanks!       

Eqnl Fqdfôr Cdrj 

¶ Greg Pirak  

August Corn 
 The 1

st
 of August has arrived and we have more decisions on this yearôs crops. The corn for the most part has or is just at tas-

sel, this is the time to  consider a fungicide application. Although we do not have the disease pressure of last year, we do have 

some stressors out there. Fungicide helps with water utilization and can make a significant difference in how corn dries so it stays 

green on top and brown toward the ground.  When you see this, you know your corn is dying down the proper way, hopefully add-

ing a longer period of time to absorb moisture and nutrients, which contributes to test weight and yield.  

 Speaking of test weight, another tool to add test weight to your corn is to add some nitrogen through your irrigation system. We 

have seen some good result by adding 25 to 50 units after brown silk. An extra 5 pounds test weight adds up to bushels! 

Insect update 
 The soybean aphid count has been low except for a few hot spots and isolated fields. There are some defoliators out there but 

has not been up to economic thresholds. The aphid count is climbing in some fields, so do keep checking them, we still are also. 

Just a few fields have been sprayed.   If applying fungicide to your soybeans, it is still recommended to add some insecticide for 

the best results.      

 There also have been a few fields of continuous corn sprayed for Western Corn Rootworm Beetle.  They had been clipping 

silks.  We are also trying cut down on the amount of eggs laid this season to reduce the feeding next spring.  Traited corn is not 

enough protection in a continuous corn environment. 



Palmer Amaranth has been a concern for South Dakota farmers as it has continued to 

cause problems in the cotton belt and other areas to the south.  According to South Dakota State 

University IGrow, Palmer Amaranth was confirmed in Buffalo County, South Dakota in 2014. For-

tunately it has not been confirmed to have spread, but could be coming soon.  This particular 

weed is most problematic in cotton, soybean, and corn fields. Palmer Amaranth is known to 

cause yield losses of up to 91 percent in corn and up to 79 percent in soybeans. Palmer Ama-

ranth has also shown resistance to glyphosate, ALS herbicides, and numerous other herbicides. 

This weed is very aggressive and a prolific seeder. A single female plant can produce between 

100,000 ð 500,000 seeds when competing with other crops. They also can grow 2 or 3 inches per 

day. Identifying this weed can be very difficult due to the fact that is very similar to its cousins, 

redroot pigweed and common water hemp. There are a few things to look for when identifying 

Palmer Amaranth: lack of hair on all parts of the plant, wider, diamond shaped leaves, petioles 

that are equal in length or longer than the leaves, and the presence of leaf tip hair.  

Palmer Amaranth  

 

Redroot and smooth pigweeds have hairs on 
their stems and leaf surfaces. These hairs 
distinguish them from common waterhemp 
and Palmer amaranth, which are hairless. 

Waterhemp  

 

Itôs important to note that the single hair does 
not appear on all Palmer plants or Palmer plant 
leaves, but can typically be found on the first two 
or three true leaves. Because this characteristic 
is so variable, use it only to help confirm the 
identity of Palmer amaranth along with the other 
characteristics, particularly petiole length. 

A Palmer amaranth petiole bent 
back over the leaf. 

A common waterhemp petiole bent 
back over the leaf. 


